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Match judge Cheryl Owens with Best Puppy in Match, Coralie Mississippi 

Mud Pie and her owner David Levy  

  It was a beautiful day in the neighborhood for our annual 

picnic and conformation match.  Plenty of sun, typical warm 

May/June temperatures, lots of delicious food to share, and 

plenty of Corgis to help with any leftovers!  Attendance was 

good, with a number of guests and guest Pems.  

 The puppies ruled the day, and our match 
é go to Page 2 
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judge, Cheryl Owens, reports as followsé 

 òThe Palmetto PWCC had a òBó match in conjunction 

with our annual picnic in May. It was a lovely yet hot day in the field next to the Matz 

home, but we had a great time. Thank you to everyone who participated.  

 òOur Best in Junior Showmanship award went to John Greenõs granddaughter, 

Alex Green. Keep up the good work, and practice all you can. But ENJOY!   

 òThe Best Puppy in Match award went to David Levyõs puppy bitch, ôPieõ. She is a 

lovely red -headed tri gal that is making a showing in the ring now. She has very nice 

side movement and on the day, she just asked me for the award.  

 òOur Best Adult in Match went to Janet Robinsonõs red/white bitch ôTangoõ. She 

is a lovely import. Nice side movement and such pretty feet. I understand that Tango is 

now Champion Tango. Way to go!  

 òWe had a nice selection of puppies and adults that day.   Thank you all for 

coming.ó 

 

Annual Match, from Page 1...  

Judge Cheryl Owens 

awarding the Best in Jun-

ior Showmanship award to 

Alex  Green , who showed 

Donaleeõs Harvest Moon.  
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Health News and Notes  

 The AKC Canine Health Foundation has recently started offering individual member-

ships. Memberships support the landmark canine health research that helps us understand 

root causes of diseases and illness, innovative therapies for previously untreatable  canine 

diseases, and groundbreaking insights into human disease. The research funded by your 

membership dollars is carefully reviewed and analyzed to the highest scientific standards 

and the findings are communicated to the front line caregivers in veterinary clinics.  

 Memberships are offered in 3 categories: Junior under 18 yrs. old ($5/year), Individ-

ual ($30/year), and Family ($50/year).  A special membership is also available for veteri-

narians, at $300/year, which includes a membership plaque and discounts towards regis-

tration at CHF seminars and symposia.  

 You can become a member online at www.akcchf.org/membership or by mailing 

your check or credit card information (Visa, Discover, AmEx, Mastercard) to AKC Canine 

Health Foundation, P.O. Box 900061, Raleigh, NC 27675.  

 The AKC CHF is currently funding 2 studies under Dr. Joan Coates at the University of 

Missouri that are critical to Pembroke Welsh Corgis ñGrant #1212 -A, Phenotypic Charac-

terization of Peripheral Nerve Disease in Degenerative Myelopathy Dogs;  and Grant 

#1213 -A, Determination of Outcome Measures for Clinical Progression and Morphometric 

Studies of Spinal Cord Disease in Degenerative Myelopathy Dogs. The Pembroke Welsh 

Corgi Club of America has also contributed to these studies.  
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 [These words of wisdom from a fellow Palmettan appeared originally on the 

ShowPem -L e-mail list. Ringcraft is a combination of many skills, from getting and 

keeping your dog in show condition, training to gait properly and stand for exam on 

the table, to getting the dog to show itself off through the judicious use of bait or 

toysé ] 

    

   Question: I am getting different opinions on how to approach the judge when 

coming in from a gaiting pattern. Someone suggested it is better to turn the dog at 

an angle, with the dog focused on the handler. Most suggest that the dog be 

stopped a few feet back from the judgeé so they can evaluate the expression etc. I 

am very new at this and would really appreciate some inputé 

 

   Stephanie answered: When I am judging, I want an exhibitor to stop their dog a 

couple of feet out from where I am standing and bait the dog facing me so that I 

may assess the dogõs expression and natural ear placement. I donõt look for expres-

sion on the table. I want the dog a couple of feet away so that I may see where the 

feet of the dog are placed when the dog comes to a natural stop. Our standard is 

very specific about how the front assembly should be ñwith the wrists closer together 

than the shoulders and the feet pointing forward (an important breed characteristic 

for the Pembroke!).  

 A little hint here: if your dog likes bait, the trick to getting good expression is not 

to wave the bait up and down in front of the dogõs face, but instead to bring your 

hands together about waist level and either hold the bait, or act as if you are twisting 

the bait to take a piece off to give to the dog. Do not speak to the dog while doing 

this. If your dog is the least bit soft in temperament, you never want to talk to them, as 

all this does is encourage the dog to bury his ear further back along his neck! You 

donõt ever actually get the bait twisted apart, but you make the dog think (hope) 

you are going to twist a small piece off to give to him or her.  Throwing or dropping 

the bait does absolutely nothing to help the judge see your dogõs expression be-

To Bait, or Not to Baité 

Stephanie Hedgepath on Ringcraft  
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cause if you drop it, the dog is then looking DOWN and not up at you. It is not neces-

sary to continuously stuff your dogõs face with food while in the ring. 

 Bait is just that ñbait, not a meal! You tempt the dog with it and use it to lure 

your dog into the proper position. You use it to get an alert expression from the dog. 

Try to keep enough space between yourself and the dog in front of you, so that you 

are not baiting directly above your dogõs head. This causes the dog to crank his neck 

back in order to look up at the bait, and throws his entire topline off. If you can teach 

your dog to catch bait, this is an ideal trick to keep him off of you and keep his atten-

tion focused on you. Popcorn is a good thing to help teach your dog the coordination 

to catch bait in mid -air, as it is light and has a good òhang timeó. Try it one night as 

you are sitting there watching TV. If there is more than one dog in the household, they 

usually learn a lot faster to catch it in the air before it hits the ground (or the other 

dogõs mouth!). 

 If you are going to teach your dog to 

catch bait, I certainly expect you to perfect it at 

home before trying it in the ring. If your dog 

misses it, just let him get it from where it lands on 

the floor. I donõt expect folks to leave my ring lit-

tered with bait! That is simply rude. Iõve found, for 

the most part, that the Corgi exhibitors donõt 

leave bait on the floor. Any judge worth his or her 

salt expects a handler of ANY breed to pick up 

bait they have tossed on the floor.  

 Actually, the way I teach my pups to bait is 

by throwing it on the floor. I usually do this in the 

kitchen with broken -up dog biscuits. I toss a 

piece to one side or the other, or even behind 

the pup. This teaches him to use his ears to 

òlistenó where it fallsñso he can get it before 

someone else does!  

 

òAttention?ó Got it! òExpression?ó Got that!  Why is she 

sittingé. Oh yeah, this is Rally, not conformation. 

Go to Page 6...  
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   When I am actually in the ring showing a dog, I give him VERY LITTLE bait at all. It 

shouldnõt be a feeding frenzyñyou have the bait to get the dogõs attention when it is 

needed, which is only when the judge is actually looking at your dog. The rest of the 

time, you should leave your dog alone. The dog shouldnõt be expected to be òupó all 

the time. If you continually shove bait in the dogõs mouth, whatõs to say heõll look at it 

when you really want him to? He might be full! And please, when your dog is on the 

table, donõt give him a piece of bait right before the judge is going to check the 

bite ñyuk!  

 While we are on the subject of bait, letõs talk squeaky toys. Letõs use those judi-

ciously, too. The only time you should bait your dog is when you need to get that 

dogõs attention. That should be only when the judge is looking at your dog or compar-

ing your dog to another. While liver is usually only attractive to your dog, a squeaky 

can disrupt the concentration of every dog in the ring. If the judge is not actually look-

ing at your dog, please donõt let your dog play with a toy that makes noise or squeak 

it yourself. This often causes the dog that the judge IS looking at to swivel his ears or, 

even worse, to turn his head in the direction of the noise ñwhich is always behind him! 

I know there arenõt any Corgi folks who would do this intentionally, as we are a civi-

lized bunch and have manners. It is often a nervous habit that we think we have to be 

doing something with our dogs all the time!  

 If I cannot see expression from where I am standing, then often I will come up 

behind the handler and peek over their shoulder in order to see the dogõs expression 

as it looks up at the handler.  

  

 

To Bait or Not To Bait, continued 

from page 5...  

òExpression?ó You bet!  

òAttention?ó Yes, indeed! 

And this IS conformation, so sheõs 

standing as she ought to be!  


